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Editorial 
Jerusalem Again in the 
Spotlight 


N JuLy 12TH, 1953, the Israeli government 
virtually completed the transfer of its of- 
ffices to the capital of Israel when the Foreign 
Ministry announced it was moving its quarters 
to Jerusalem. Considering that Jerusalem had 
been declared Israel’s capital city long ago—in 
principle, from the very beginning of Israel’s 
existence—and that the Parliament, all other 
Ministries, and the Supreme Court have long 
been domiciled there, the moving over at last 
of the Foreign Ministry, too, seems a relatively 
innocuous step. There seem to be no common- 
sense reason why it should cause any fuss. But Is- 
rael’s political situation—no less than its other 
problems—is peculiary, and sometimes exasper- 
atingly, involved. It is altogether likely that if 
the UN General Assembly meets soon—or even 
if its meeting is delayed—the Arabs will be able 
to exploit this simple housekeeping change with 
considerable effect in. their permanent diplo- 
matic offensive against Israel. 

There are two theses that the Arabs keep ham- 
mering away at in the United Nations: the Arab 
refugee problem and the status of Jerusalem. 
On both issues the United Nations is more or 
less on record—more or less, since various and 
conflicting resolutions have been adopted—as 
having approved proposals which, in the Arab 
interpretation of them, are dangerous in Israel’s 
security. Only if Israel were prepared to take 
a suicidal course, politically and economically, 
by admitting hundreds of thousands of hostile, 
homeless Arabs into an already overstrained 
country could it meet the Arab claims, based on 
some of the phrases in certain resolutions, regard- 
ing the Palestine refugees. Only if Israel were 
prepared to expose 150,000 Jews in Jerusalem to 
economic ruin, political disfranchisement, and 
physical disaster with no more than the academic 
pronouncements of the UN to protect them, 
only if the young state were prepared with its 
own hands to sever its symbolic tie with the 
tradition that gave it birth and still gives it life, 
could it accept the “internationalization” of 
Jerusalem, in the form urged by the Arabs or 
by the Catholic bloc. 

Arab Refugee resolutions and Jerusalem reso- 
lutions adopted by the UN at various times are 
not the only UN resolutions to have proved un- 
realistic, or become absolete. Even on the Pal- 
estine issue itself, there are several other UN 
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resolutions which could only be put into effect 
if one were prepared not only to turn the clock 
back, but also to wreck the works in the attempt. 
The original proposal for the partition of Pal- 
estine within given boundaries, if anyone tried 
to revert to it today, would mean producing 
chaos by plan. Because of this, the original UN- 
approved partition boundaries for Palestine, to- 
gether with many other obsolete UN resolutions, 
are safely filed away in oblivion—and if they 
are ever dusted off and brought out, it will be 
only with mischievous intent, by interested par- 
ties, who like the Arabs in the case of the Pal- 
estine issue, aim at the subversion of internation- 
al harmony and conciliation. Such resolutions 
are now dead, the issues they refer to having 
been effectively settled for all but a negligible 
band of bitter-end partisans. The refugee and 
Jerusalem isues, however, are not dead issues. 

That they are not dead issues is due, first of 
all, to the fact that the present status of both 
problems involves conditions which everyone 
concerned feels-to be not only inconvenient and 
irrational, but acutely wrong. The Arab ref- 
ugees camped along Israel’s borders constitute 
a political and security problem, no less than 
a moral problem, which no one is more anxious 
to see solved than Israel itself. The UN has vac- 
illated on the subject, with its latest resolution 
calling for an unspecified proportion of Arab 
refugees to be repatriated in Israel, and an un- 
specified proportion to be resettled in Arab 
countries with Israel to pay compensation for 
property left behind. This solution is blocked 
by the refusal of most of the Arab nations to 
permit, let alone assist in any measure that would 
take the refugees out of the camps on Israel’s 
border. Here the UN has failed simply because, 
having in its more recent resolutions recognized, 
even if vaguely, that time changes conditions 
and that without resettlement outside Israel no 
solution of the problem is possible, it can do 
nothing so long as the Arabs refuse to consider 
any possible solution of the Arab refugee prob- 
lem, obsessed as they are with the malignant de- 
sire to see Israel destroyed at any cost. 

The situation is different on the Jerusalem is- 
sue. Here it is the UN which is unable to bring 
itself to decide on a reasonable solution. This 
question has been raised over and over again in 
the UN and never has it been possible to unite 
a sufficient majority of that body on a solution— 
even on an unreasonable one. The main obsta- 
cles have not been the Arab states—though they 
(those in the UN, since the non-UN member, 
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Jordan, is more firmly opposed than Israel to 
internationalizing Jerusalem) only too gladly 
agree to any plan which might tend to under- 
mine the existence of Israel. The main obstacle 
to a reasonable settlement of the Jerusalem ques- 
tion, placing under international supervision the 
Holy Places and giving access to them to all— 
Jews no less than Moslems and Christians—has 
been the Catholic bloc. Their insistence on in- 
ternationalizing not only the Holy Places but 
the quite secular land, people, and buildings of 
Jerusalem, New and Old, on tearing the heart 
and capital of Israel out of its body, has had one 
result: it has made it impossible for the UN to 
take any clear stand on the whole matter. Those 
nations who would bear the main burden of 
carrying out, against the recalcitrance of Israel 
and Jordan, the proposed internationalization 
plan naturally recoil from the prospect. But on 
the other hand, they cannot round up enough 
votes in the UN to pass a more reasonable pro- 
posal, capable of safeguarding the people of Jer- 
usalem, enlisting the cooperation of the govern- 
ments concerned, and also providing interna- 
tional supervision of the Holy Places and access 
thereto. 

The deadlock has continued for the five years 
of Israel’s existence. But Israel could not hold its 
breath, like a Yogi in suspended animation, for 
all that time. Jerusalem long ago resumed its 
natural place as capital of Israel, though foreign 
embassies blinded themselves to the fact, and 
kept their offices in Tel Aviv. The Foreign Min- 
istry of Israel, in deference to these embassies, 
waited long before joining the rest of the gov- 
ernment. It waited long and it waited in vain. 
The UN got no nearer a decision. 

Now that the Foreign Ministry of Israel has 
moved home, the position of the embassies in 
Tel Aviv becomes no doubt a little ridiculous. 
The situation is easily remedied: let the embas- 
sies go where they belong, to the capital of the 
country to which they are aceredited. Whatever 
resolution the UN finally manages to pass on 
Jerusalem, it cannot be inconsistent with such 
a sensible action, because the new city of Jer- 
usalem is so firmly and organically established 
as Israel’s capital that no resolution is conceiv- 
able that would fail to take account of that fact. 


Neither Love Nor Platonic 


N RECENT WEEKS we, Jews, have been show- 
‘ered with bouquets, protestations of love, 
and vows to defend our rights from representa- 
tives of both extremes of the political spectrum. 
Jewish Communists and fellow-travellers hailed 
before Congressional committees have been voc- 
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iferous in their protestations of their suddenly 
discovered Jewishness. They are “victims of 
anti-Semitism”, they tearfully protest, the 
front-line bearing the brunt of attack on the 
entire Jewish people. The moral is obvious: if 
they are taken seriously, then Jews of all shades 
of opinion must rush to their defense and identi- 
fy themselves with them. A certain Mr. Louis 
Harap, an editor of Jewish Life (“A Progressive 
Monthly”, as it modestly describes itself) went 
all out and even declared before the Congres- 
sional committee that Jews in the Soviet Union 
were better off than those in the United States. 

On the other side of the political fence Sen- 
ator McCarthy cried: “Anti-Semitism!” when 
his two Jewish aides were criticized by a col- 
league for some of their debatable doings—and 
not on account of their religion or ethnic origin. 

That the “progressive” cries of anti-Semitism 
are worth no more than a devalued ruble, is ob- 
vious. The same persons who now shout that Mc- 
Carthy, Eisenhower, Dulles and practically ev- 
eryone else they disapprove of is anti-Semitic, 
vociferously defended the anti-Semitic blood lib- 
el accusations against the Jewish doctors in Mos- 
cow only a few months ago and added their own 
bit to fan the flames then lit in the Kremlin. 
Mr. Harap himself has seen fit to avoid telling 
exactly what punishment has been imposed on 
Ryumin, Timashuk and the other Soviet leaders 
who concocted the blood libel against the Jew- 
ish people. Though he knows so well that Jews 
in Russia are better off than in America, he 
proudly refuses to tell what happened to all the 
vanished Yiddish authors in the Soviet Union. 

Neither are we convinced that McCarthy’s 
anguished charge of anti-Semitism against Sen- 
ator Monroney stems deep from the heart. Sen- 
ator Monroney is not an anti-Semite, by all ac- 
counts. If the Senator from Wisconsin were 
truly concerned with anti-Semitism, he would 
have taken some time off from his investigations 
to look into the matter of discrimination in med- 
ical schools, to name but one instance. 

For the sake of the record we will state once 
again that Jews as such must not be held respon- 
esible for the deeds or misdeeds of individuals. 
The Schines, the Cohns and the Haraps must be 
judged on the basis of their own actions. Any 
attempts on their part to drag in the “Jewish 
issue” is so much smoke-screen to cover up rec- 
ords that will not stand up on their own merits. 

But this sudden mass recourse to “‘Jewishness” 
as a means of self-defense, and to the cry of anti- 
Semitism as a method of unbalancing the op- 
ponent nevertheless requires some explanation. 
It was not always this way. . There was a time 
when Communists of Jewish descent studiously 
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avoided reference to their origins. They were 
not “chauvinists”. Every situation had to be 
handled from a “‘class angle”. Where did reli- 
gion or national origins come in? A Communist 
on a public platform would orate about the 
“working class”, the “proletariat”, the “class 
enemy”. What has happened to change their 
line? 

The same question also applies to the McCar- 
‘thy outcry. Congress itself was not always en- 
tirely free of anti-Semitism. The State of Mis- 
sissipi sent representatives to Congress who were 
not at all abashed about their anti-Jewish pho- 
bias. Yet in the past we did not hear McCarthy 
cry out in grief against a Rankin. 

We are sufficiently practical to suspect that 
our newly discovered champions on the extreme 
right and the extreme left do not leap to our 
defense for nothing. Apparently we, Jews, have 
something that they want. It certainly isn’t 
“Jewish votes” they are interested in. The num- 
ber of Jews in Wisconsin is very small, and as 
for Communists, they do not even run candi- 
dates for office in most of the country. It must 
be something else, something very important. 

After some consideration we discovered what 
it was they are trying to take from us. It is an 
intangible thing, a negative asset, whose impor- 
tance should not be underestimated. 

The Nazi crimes have bequeathed us one neg- 
ative asset-—the very word “anti-Semitism” has 
become a curse word. We do not mean to im- 
ply that Jews are necessarily liked any more now 
than they were before the war. But even people 
who have a phobia about Jews (if only they are 
sane persons, and not on the other side of the 
barrier of the lunatic fringe) now feel ashamed 
to make their dislikes known explicitly. To de- 
clare oneself an avowed anti-Semite is tanta- 
mount to social or political suicide these days. 
This attitude, stemming from profound revul- 
sion against the German crimes, confers upon 
| Jews a certain pitiful advantage. We can be 
attacked as “‘Zionists”, ‘“Talmudists”, or under 
any of a dozen other labels, but not directly as 
Jews. After the mass murder of the Jews in 
Europe we enjoy, temporarily at least, some of 
the priviliges conferred on an orphan, or any 
other injured or unjustly wronged being. 

It is this tragic “advantage” that the extrem- 
ists on left and right are trying to utilize for 
their own purposes. Even while Pravda in Mos- 
cow lashes out against “Talmudism”, Jewish 
Communists in America try to crawl under the 
tallith of Jewishness and to exploit some of the 
sympathy which an outraged world feels towards 
Jews. And Senator McCarthy tries to get his 
two “young men” under the same ¢allith. 
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We do not know of any way to halt this pro- 
cedure. We do know what the consequences will 
be. Within a short time the term “anti-Sem- 
itism”’ will lose the stigma it now carries; it will 
become legitimate again. 


Chilul Hashem 


NYONE PASSING East Seventieth Street in 
New York on July 30 and 31 could have 
seen large numbers of people picketing the Con- 
sulate of Israel that is located there. Countless 
thousands of others throughout the United 
States read about the picketing and saw photo- 
graphs of the pickets and their slogans in the 
daily papers. 

Who were the picketers? What did they pro- - 
test before the Consulate? 

The signs they carried bore the signature of 
a so-called Committee for Religious Freedom in 
Israel. Their complaint was that religion, the 
Jewish religion, was being persecuted by the 
Ben Gurion government. Leaders of the ultra 
Orthodox Agudat Harbbanim issued statements 
identifying themselves with the pickets. 

At first glance the picketing and the slogans 
appeared incomprehensible. Could it be that 
the Jewish religion was being wronged in Is- 
rael? This did not seem to correspond to the 
facts. On the contrary, in recent years we have 
heard and read many complaints that Orthdoxy 
is too dominant and domineering in Israel. By 
now everyone interested in the matter knows 
how Israel pays high prices from its low reserves 
of foreign currency to import only kosher meat, 
that on Saturdays public transportation and all 
public business come to a halt, that even in the 
Israel army all inconveniences are disregarded 
and kosher food only is served out of considera- 
tion for Orthodox soldiers, that religious author- 
ities have under their sole jurisdiction such vital 
aspects of personal status as marriage and di- 
vorce. That the Orthodox in Israel -are not dis- 
turbed in their private observances of religion as 
they understand it, goes without saying. To the 
extent that there has been any interference with 
private practices in Israel, the shoe has been on 
the other foot. On many occasions the ultra- 
Orthodox sought to impose their will and their 
convictions on others by means of physical ter- 
rorism. Private automobiles, whose owners used 
them on Saturdays, have been set afire. Persons 
smoking in public on Saturdays have been mo- 
lested. Institutions suspected of inadequate ob- 
servance of the minutiae of religious law have 
been terrorized. 

What then is the complaint of the Committee 
for Religious Freedom in Israel and of the Rab- 
bis who support its work? 
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The complaint centers about a proposed law 
to draft women in Israel for national (not mil- 
itary) service. The question of the draft of 
women has agitated Israel and religious Jewish 
leaders for sometime. When women were first 
drafted for military service, the Orthodox de- 
manded that their daughters should be exempt 
on the ostensible ground that military service 
leads to immorality. (They seemed to show but 
little concern about non-Orthodox girls.) Such 
exemption was granted on condition that girls 
prove their orthodoxy, and not merely claim it 
to avoid being drafted. 


Even while the question of drafting women 
for military service was being debated, many 
recognized authorities on Rabbinical law dis- 
claimed that military service was contrary to 
Torah law. Now even this question has become 
academic. The proposed law (with numerous 
provisions releasing from such service many cat- 
egories of women on grounds of family duties, 
etc.) would assign the drafted religious young 
women to civilian pursuits, such as work in hos- 
pitals, children’s homes, and religious agricultu- 
ral settlements, and would also provide for their 
returning to their homes each day after their 
work is done. 


In Israel such indisputably Orthodox organiza- 
tions as Hapoel Hamizrachi see nothing wrong 
with the proposed law and have promised it their 
support. Only the intransigeant and morbidly 
fanatical Neturei Karta (who observe Israel’s 
Independence Day as a day of mourning) as 
well as Agudat Israel have proclaimed a war 
against the proposed law. In the United States 
Agudat Harabbanim, and the Committee for 
Religious Freedom in Israel have decided to act 
against the law. 


Since even the Orthodox sharply disagree 
among themselves whether the proposed law 
constitutes a violation of religious dogma, it 
would be pointless for us to join the debate. 
What should be pointed out is that the ultra- 
Orthodox elements who organized the picketing 
of the Israel Consulate are not serving their own 
cause while doing a great disservice to Israel. To 
proclaim that there exists religious persecution 
in Israel, merely because the opinions of one 
group of rabbis are not taken as law revealed on 
Sinai, means being guilty of bearing false wit- 
ness and discloses a degree of fanatical intol- 
erance and arrogance that does not suit persons 
who claim to be religious teachers. 


The pickets before the Israel Consulate will 
no doubt get much publicity, but they are not 
defending the cause of religion. They are guilty 
of Chilul Hashem. 


The Revolt in East Germany 


"THERE CAN BE no doubt that the recent up- 

heavals behind the Iron Curtain are good 
news. Resistance to despotism is obviously wel- 
come at any time. In the present instance it, is 
doubly welcome because, combined with other 
factors, such as the struggle for power within 
the Kremlin, it may mark the end of aggressive 
communist expansion, at least temporarily. In- 
deed, even the truce which the Communists 
signed in Korea—though in Rhee’s tactics they 
had such a wonderful excuse for further evasions 
and postponements—may have been a direct 
result of the rioting in East Germany. With its 
hands full in Europe, the communist world 
probably felt compelled to liquidate the war in 
the Far East without further delay. 


But though the unrest that has shaken many 
of the Soviet satellites in recent weeks is cheerful 
news, it is desirable that we pause and examine its 
nature. What motivates the violent demonstra- 
tions? What political and moral tensions 
brought about the explosion? Should this move- 
ment, now still on a small scale, gain momentum 
and, by some minor miracle, succeed in attain- 
ing its goal of liberation from the Soviet yoke, 
what may we expect from it? 


One disturbing fact at once rivets the atten- 
tion. The rebellion against Soviet rule is by far 
strongest in East Germany. Yet, logically, one 
would have expected it to assume most effective 
form in a country like Czechoslovakia. Czecho- 
slovakia is the only one of the satellites that has 
enjoyed true democratic government for nearly 
three decades. The traditions of political free- 
dom are more strongly rooted there than in 
Rumania or Hungary. Even Poland, which for 
a century and a half cherished yearnings for 
independence, succumbed to political despotism 
the moment it attained its longed-for sovereign- 
ty at the end of World War I, and its govern- 
ment oppressed both Poles and minority nations 
within its borders. Czechoslovakia was the only 
truly western state in the eastern marches of 
Europe. It had a highly developed industrial 
economy. The standard of living of its people 
was a western standard. In its social and cul- 
tural life it practiced tolerance and liberty. Yet 
now, when the over-extended Soviet system is 
beginning to show signs of cracking at the edges, 
it is not the Czech people who rise to regain 
their liberties; nor is it the Poles, always strongly 
nationalistic, who rise against foreign domina- 
tion. Instead it is Germany that displays the 
most violent resistance. 

How is this manifestation to be explained and 
evaluated ? The East Germans are not more ex- 
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- ploited politically by Soviet rule that Czechs or 
Poles or Rumanians Their material standard 
of living has not been reduced lower than that 
of the Czechs. And as for their love of freedom, 
the East Germans, like their western fellow- 
nationals, gave their unqualified devotion to the 
Nazi dictatorship. They did not riot when 
Hitler deprived them of the rights they enjoyed 
under the Weimar Republic. They beiled lustily 
when their farms and factories were worked by 
slave labor imported from Eastern Europe. Not 
a peep was heard from them when endless trains 
carrying Jews to extermination centers passed 
through their cities and towns. 


If now, in 1953, they have become the chief 
bearers of revolt against Soviet oppression in 
Europe, we must be forgiven for feeling a bit 
skeptical about their inner motives. At this 
late date we are not inclined to wax enthusiastic 
over barricades as such or to rush glowing trib- 
utes to any movement merely because it is rebel- 
lious. We would first like to know who mans 
the barricades and for what purpose. 

The immediate purpose of the demonstrations 
in East Germany is laudable. The East Germans 
have been overworked by their communist mas- 
ters. They have been undernourished. Their 
civil and political rights are denied to them (or, 
rather, have not been restored to them, since in 
the past they enjoyed only such predatory priv- 
ileges as the Nazi regime accorded them on the 
basis of their being a Herrenvolk). Citizens of 
the free world are naturally interested in seeing 
civilized rights and a decent standard of living 
restored to them. 


But we are a little more dubious so far as the 
motives of the East Germans are concerned. 
They want food and decent working hours. 
This is all very well. But we have yet to hear 
from the East German underground that they 
want freedom for themselves and for their 
neighbors, that they forever relinquish and con- 
demn the policies they cheered when they were 
in power, that they reject with disgust the prin- 
ciple that oppression is bad only- when applied 
to Germans but that it is justified when. they 
practice it on others. Until we hear something 
of this kind from East Germany it will be diffi- 
cult for us to believe that a genuine revolution- 
ary movement is afoot’ in East Germany, and 
not merely a scramble for free parcels 

In the midst of the early rioting, the press 
reported that eighteen Soviet soldiers were ex- 
ecuted by their Russian officers for refusing to 
fire on the German demonstrators. Reading this 
report we could not help thinking that through- 
out the years when the Germans were in power 
and perpetrated their unspeakable crimes against 
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humanity, there was never a report of eighteen 
German soldiers disobeying orders and refusing 
to murder Jewish women and children, for in- 
stance. It is this heritage of recent brutality 
which the Germans as such have not disavowed 
that raises doubts in our minds about the moral 
potentialities of the East German uprising _ 

Nine years ago, before World War II ended, 
Hayim Greenberg wrote: “I do not know 
whether we may soon expect to see a revolution 
in Germany. But if an insurrection should break 
out, we would have to ask ourselves whether the 
rebels can be trusted, whether the revolution is 
a genuine one. There can be only one proof of 
a general revulsion of feeling in Germany: the 
motto of such a revolution must be ‘Let the 
world punish us!’ Any other revolution will be 
a new stratagem, an attempt to live on a forged 
passport, a fraud.” 

Much has happened since the above lines were 
written, but the basic idea they express remains 
valid. The East German unrest is important as 


a powerful irritant to an aggressive foreign dic- . 


tatorship. Whether it has any significance as a 
truly revolutionary movement of liberation still 
remains to be seen. 


The Forgotten Prisoner 
of Prague 


Tt FORGOTTEN VICTIM, in this instance, is 
Mordecai Oren. A few days ago the press 
inconspicuously reported an unconfirmed rumor 
from Czechoslovakia that Oren was about to be 
released. There was no follow-up to the story 
and the matter seems to be forgotten again. 

We believe it is necessary to refresh the mem- 
ory of our readers concerning the Oren case. 
The oblivion to which his name has been con- 
signed no doubt caused many to forget what 
it’s all about. 

Mordecai Oren was a prominent leader of the 
pro-Soviet Mapam party in Israel. Eighteen 
months ago he went to East Berlin to attend a 
conference of the communist-dominated World 
Federation of Trade Unions. There he lauded 
the Soviet Union and the “Peoples Democracies” 
in the name of his party. On the way home he 
was arrested in Czechosolvakia, a country for 
whose regime he had only the highest praise. 
Months passed and no word of his fate was given 
out. Last November, during the infamous anti- 
Semitic trial of Slansky and other Czech com- 
munist leaders, Oren was trotted out in court— 
as a witness, not as a defendant. He duly con- 
fessed to the prescribed rigmarole about being 
a “Zionist, imperialist,” etc., spy, and gave oral 
testimony against the defendants. Having fin- 
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inshed his story he was returned to jail. Nine 
months have passed since that time. Once again 
silence engulfed him. 

Mordecai Oren was neither released nor 
brought to trial for his confessed crimes against 


-the Czech communist state. Neither did the 


Czech government take the trouble to inform 
how his ‘“‘confession” had been obtained, whether 
by legitimate methods or by “impermissible 
means”, as is the practice in Moscow. 

On the face of it the Oren case seemed a nat- 
ural for liberals of all shades all over the world. 
A citizen of a foreign country was picked up 
in Prague and for eighteen months has been held 
without trial, without even any specific charges 
being brought against him. Wasn’t this a flag- 
rant violation of fundamental human rights? 
Wasn’t Oren entitled to his day in court? Didn’t 
justice demand a speedy trial at least? Wasn’t 
his “confession” sufficient for the Czech author- 
ities to bring him to trial? 

It might reasonably have been expected that 
all sorts of committees would mushroom 
throughout the non-totalitarian world: a Com- 
mittee To Secure Justice For Oren, a Free Oren 
Committee, a Commitee To Combat Anti-Sem- 
itism In the Oren Case, and many others of this 
nature. Logically it might have been assumed 
that Prague would be deluged with chain let- 
ters, cables, appeals and memoranda from Rab- 
bis, Ministers, Priests, physicists, architects, spel- 
ologists, lawyers and all other professions and 
callings duly organized in appropriate commit- 
tees. 

But a strange lassitude amounting to physical 
and moral exhaustion appears to have seized vir- 
tually all those who might have been expected 
to pick up the cudgels on behalf of Oren. Not 
a committee—to our knowledge—has been or- 
ganized, not a voice has been raised. When one 
becomes a victim of a communist regime one 
appears to become automatically erased’ from 
the memory of the living also in the free world. 

Now, eighteen months after his arrest, what 
happens to Mordecai Oren again in a sense be- 
comes a purely personal matter involving him 
and his immediate family only. The Czech gov- 
ernment may bring him to mock trial and hang 
him; it may leave him in his jail cell and throw 
the key away; or it may release him—as the press 
reports stated—without trial and without ex- 
planation. But the Case of Mordecai Oren as a 
test of the liberal mentality and the liberal tem- 


‘per in those countries where people are free to 


raise their voices has already been tried. The 
verdict is self-evident. Even Oren’s own polit- 
ical comrades-in-arms in Israel and in America 
did not come to his defense. 
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American Aid To Israel — 1953 


by I. L. Kenen 


OR THE THIRD successive year, the Adminis- 

tration and Congress have affirmed their 
friendship for Israel in the most tangible and 
concrete way. The Mutual Security Program, 
voted in the closing hours of Congress, makes 
provision for generous financial aid to Israel as 
part of America’s international program of mil- 
itary and economic assistance to friendly na- 
tions. Keeping faith with its promises, the Eisen- 
hower Administration proposed that assistance 
to Israel be maintained along the lines of the 
past several years. Congress concurred. More- 
over, while the total aid program for all nations 
was slashed by 17%, Congress cut only 3.5% 
from the appropriation for special economic 
assistance for Israel, the Arab states and Iran. 


This result is all the more remarkable against 
the background of pessimism registered earlier 
this year when it was freely predicted that aid 
to Israel would be substantially reduced. There 
had been widespread propaganda charging that 
Israel had received preferential treatment to the 
detriment of America’s relations with the Arabs. 
It had been said that the Eisenhower Adminis- 
tration might abandon Israel in the pursuit of 
Arab favor. Finally, there was, and is, strong 
sentiment in Congress to the effect that foreign 
economic assistance must be speedily terminated 
if the American economy is to be preserved. 

When the Mutual Security Program was sub- 
mitted to Congress in May, the Administration 
requested a total authorization of $5.4 billion. 
Of this sum, it allocated $140 million for special 
economic assistance to the Near East, i.e. Israel, 
the Arab states and Iran. ; 

In previous years, the amount for Israel was 
earmarked, but this year the Administration 
adopted a regional approach, as it has done in 
all other areas. It made no public disclosure of 
the amount it intended to distribute to each of 
the countries of the area. Yet the Administra- 
tion’s testimony before the Congressional Com- 
mittees gave clear indication that the program 
for Israel would approximate that of previous 
years when it averaged $69 million. 

This $140 million Near East appropriation 
was generously treated all along the way through 
Congressional deliberations, and the final cut 
—to $135 million—was nominal. In fact, the 
record shows that Israel’s share of the total aid 


I. L. Kenen, is the Washington representative of the 
American Zionist Council. 


Program, percentage-wise, is larger this year 
than at any time since the Program started. 
Thus, in 1952 the appropriation for Israel was 
$65 million in a total Program of $7.3 billion, 
or 0.9%; in 1952 it was $73 million in a total 
of $6 billion, or 1.2%; while in 1953 it is-esti- 
mated at 1.5%. 

In addition to the special economic assistance, 
the Program provides $33 million for technical 
assistance to the Near East. The Administration 
requested $43 million but Congress cut 23%. 
The Arab states and Iran will receive the bulk 
of these funds, with Israel’s share in the neigh- 
borhood of one million dollars. 

The Administration also asked for a new auth- 
orization of $30 million for the United Nations 
program for the resettlement of the Arab ref- 
ugees, but since this program has moved all too 
slowly, the Administration did not seek the ap- 
propriation of the new funds this year and was 
content with a reappropriation of $44 million 
of unspent balances. It is this issue, rather than 
aid to Israel itself, which creates much ill-will 
for Israel in Congress. Most countries which re- 
ceive American aid are exposed to attack at the 
hands of those who favor either the abolition or 
the sharp curtailment of what they denounce 
as a give-away program. Israel is twice afflicted 
—not only because she asks for help for her- 
self, but because in the minds of many Congress- 
men she is held responsible for the exodus and 
continued plight of the Arab refugees. Prop- 
agandists for the Arabs miss no opportunity to 
exploit this issue to Israel’s disadvantage as they 
hand America the bill for their own indifference 
and inertia. 


QQE MUST LISTEN to the debates in Congress 

to appreciate the full significance of the ap- 
propriations for economic assistance to the Near 
East. Within recent years, Congress has grown 
weary of voting large-scale assistance to stimu- 
late and stabilize the economies of other coun- 
tries. The Marshall Plan has fallen into disfavor. 
Many Congressmen believe that the time has 
come to stop all economic aid and to confine 
America’s assistance program to military “hard- 
ware”. It is argued that the economies of most 
European countries are far above pre-war levels 
and that the American taxpayer is burdened 
with excessive taxes, unbalanced budgets and a 
mounting debt, while our European allies fail 
to levy and collect adequate taxes and use Amer- 
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ican subsidies to reduce their debts. Many Con- 
gressmen declared this year that they would 
never vote for economic aid again. 

Some Congressmen still believe that economic 
aid is vital if we are to maintain the anti-Com- 
munist alliance. They will not store all their 
trust in tanks and planes. They argue that we 
have not been winning the propaganda war with 
the USSR and that the Communists have been 
making headway in the political life of our Eur- 
opean allies. They do not blame our overseas 
propaganda machinery. They question whether 
we will win popular support for our conception 
of collective security if our contribution glad- 
dens the generals but offers little to raise the 
living standards of the civilian rank and file. 
One veteran supporter of the Mutual Security 
Program publicly repudiated it this year, charg- 
ing that our foreign policy has been “militar- 
ized.” But this is a minority view. Majority 
sentiment goes the other way. It was in this 
atmosphere, so uncongenial to economic aid, 
that Israel’s friends had to renew their plea for 
economic help for the new Republic. 

It looked for a time as if all economic aid 
might be sharply curtailed. Accordingly, when 
it became known that the Administration 
planned to appropriate $100 million for arms 
for Israel and the Arab states, Israel’s friends 
became gravely concerned. 

It is a fact, of course, that Israel does fully 
qualify for American military assistance. It does 
have an army worthy of the name. Its people 
are fully aware of the conflict between democ- 
racy and communism and have no hesitancy to 
align themselves with the free world. Thus, the 
facts do buttress the case for military assistance 
for Israel. 

How much of a contribution this little coun- 
try and its people might make in a world-wide 
conflict, only the generals and masters of log- 
istics can estimate. Yet, in a next terrible war 
a few hours of resistance by a handful might 
mean centuries of survival for the many. 

All this could be argued sincerely and with 
conviction. But arms for Israel could prove far 
from an unmixed blessing. For in the new Ad- 
ministration’s program to confer concern and 
attention upon the petty dictators of the Arab 
world, the supply of arms in advance of peace 
with Israel might indefinitely defer that peace 
and might indeed lead to new hostilities. 

As is the case with all appropriations for mili- 
tary assistance, the Administration did not dis- 
close the ratio of distribution of the $100 million. 

The Administration, conscious of the misgiv- 
ings of Israel’s friends, wrote safeguards into the 
legislation, insisting that the arms to be sup- 
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plied in this region could be used only in the de- 
fense of the region or for internal security. — 

The Administration’s reassurance did not 
prove convincing. Those who believed that 
American arms should be put only into the 
hands of those who are prepared to defend the 
free world could not understand why any weap- 
ons should go to those who have always refused 
clear answers to the roll calls at the United Na- 
tions. 

Any hope that the Arabs might join the West 
in a Middle East Defense Organization were 
dashed when Secretary of State John Foster 
Dulles returned from his Middle East pilgrimage 
with news that promised neither regional peace 
nor regional defense. Yet despite these adverse 
soundings, the Administration persisted. 


Many ConcressMEN asked how anyone could 

guarantee that these jets and tanks would 
always be studiously averted from Tel Aviv and 
Jerusalem. 

Secretary Dulles came before Congressional 
committees to testify on the matter. Members 
of Congress asked pointed questions. The an- 
swers were necessarily off the record, but the 
impression grew that the Administration in- 
tended to supply arms to Shishekly of Syria 
and other dictators to make them stronger, re- 
gardless of the fact that they were still at war 
with Israel. 

The House Committee on Foreign Affairs was 
not satisfied. It voted to eliminate the $100. 
million in its entirety. The Committee reported 
that plans for the establishment of a Middle 
East Defense Organization “had not yet reached 
a degree of maturity that warrants the author- 
ization of funds.” The Committee went on: 

“Should developments in the Near East 
warrant an adjustment of military assis- 
tance, there is sufficient flexibility in the 
present law to enable the Executive Branch 
to make the necessary transfer of money.” 

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee was 
also troubled, but since it reported out the full 
Administration program without any conse- 
quential reduction, it retained the $100 million 
authorization. However, the Committee de- 
clared that it expected 

“that if assistance is furnished under this 
section, the Executive Branch will make 
every effort to bring about a termination 
of recrimination and economic aggression 
that have so frequently characterized the 
actions of some countries in the area in 
the recent past.” 

Later, in Conference between the House and 
Senate, this arms authorization was compro- 
mised at $50 million. © 
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The issue came up anew when the House Ap- 
propriations Committee reviewed the entire 
program to determine how much money should 
be given to the Administration at this time. 
Once again, members of the Appropriations 
Committee expressed doubts about the wisdom 
of giving arms to any country in the Near East. 


But Administration spokesmen pointed out 
that the $100 million had already been cut in 
half. The House Committee yielded, recom- 
mending the full $50 million. At the same time, 
determined to slash economic aid wherever pos- 
sibe, the Committee made a 14% cut in the $140 
million appropriation for economic assistance 
for the area, cutting it to $120 million. 


The action of the House Committee made it 
possible to raise the issue squarely. The bill was 
sent to the Senate Appropriations Committee, 
and the American Zionist Council appealed to 
that body to give priority to economic aid funds. 
The Council conceded that the prevailing senti- 
ment in Congress favored military assistance, 
but it argued that in areas such as the Near East 
food was more important than arms to under- 
privileged millions, and economic stability was 
the first line of defense. The Council pointed 
out that American interests and the region as 
a whole might be better served if the $20 mil- 
lion which the House had cut were restored to 
the economic assistance appropriation, and that 
this could be done without raising the overall 
appropriation if the military funds were simul- 

*taneously reduced in a like amount. 


The Senate Committee responded favorably. 


Later, when the issue went to Conference, the 
Council appealed to the House conferees to 
accept the Senate’s position. It pointed out that 
there had been no relaxation of Israel-Arab ten- 
sion and little evolution from uneasy armistice 
to permanent peace. Military aid might “tempt 
new. convulsions, transforming the Near East 
into a theatre of open warfare.” 


The Council stated: 


“We are convinced that America can 
more effectively win the friendship of all 
the peoples of the Near East by economic 
assistance which will stimulate agricultural 
and industrial development and mean more 
food, clothing, medicine, education. To 
win the people themselves is to promote 
the cause of peace and the welfare and se- 
curity of America.” 


Generally, in such Conference Committee 
negotiations, agreement is quickly reached by 
splitting the difference beteen House and Senate 
figures, but when this question was considered, 
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the House conferees met the Senate three- 
fourths of the way and agreed to restore $15 
million of the $20 million cut in economic aid 
for the Near East. At the same time, they con- 
curred with the Senate and agreed that the mili- 
tary appropriation should be reduced to $30 
million. 


For Israzt’s FRIENDS in Washington there is 

genuine satisfaction that the cause of eco- 
nomic assistance to Israel became an instrument 
for focusing attention once again on the con- 
tinued importance of raising living standards 
in underdeveloped areas. 


The idea that America might best serve her 
responsibilities as the world leader of democracy 
by helping people to a better life through the 
export of American skill, American know-how 
and American resources was widely accepted 
some years ago. But it has never been fully car- 
ried out, for it has never been adequately fi- 
nanced. 


Former President Truman, as the author of 
the Point Four concept, liked to think of Israel 
as a pilot plant. If Israel has any way to repay 
America for the assistance it is receiving, it is 
not in the number of trained men and women 
ready to fight a war—as valuable as that con- 
tribution might well prove to be. It is that Is- 
rael is the American way of life in the Middle 
East. If it prospers, if it proves to be a success- 
ful demonstration project, it can stimulate the 
regeneration of the entire region; it can, by the 
force of its example bring democracy and the 
people together in dynamic union. 


It is this kind of affirmative program which 
gives eloquent expression to American aspira- 
tions that can win the positive adherence of 
the friends we seek to enroll under our banner. 
It is the answer to those who have contended 
that our cause has wavered because the rest of 
the world knows what we are against but is still 
to discover what we are for. 





the Famous HOTEL 


GOLDBERG 


LOCH SHELDRAKE 











“THE MOST FOR YOUR MONEY 
AT THE FAMOUS HOTEL 
THAT HAS EVERYTHING!" 


@ continuous round of 
entertainment is yous 


with NIGHTLY SHOWS 


Manny Fleischmann and h hestra 
FREE dance oe 
urray Kossover 





















Mitchell Levitsky of WEVD, . 
Hurleyville 177 « N. Y¥. C. Pusan 















TIER 


iree- 

$15 
> aid 
con- 
nili- 


$30 


“e is 
-CO- 
lent 


ards 


her 


acy 


the - 


OW 
ted 
ar- 


a 


ch 


‘4- 


r. 
ed 
of 
ill 








AucusT, 1953 


13 


The Sin Offering 


A Story 


by Jack Luria 


Y MOTHER MUST HAVE BEEN young once, 
but when I was a child it seemed to me 

that she had been old forever. The years touch 
the lucky ones lightly. You could tell just by 
looking at her how poor my mother’s luck was. 


When I first remember her, she was still in 
her early forties. At the bottom of a bureau 
drawer in our East Side flat lay a faded photo- 
graph of a smiling, clear-eyed girl of nineteen 
or twenty, obviously beautifully formed beneath 
the puffed shoulders and exaggerated lines of 
her turn-of-the-century dress. I found it im- 
possible to see in my mother’s pale face, care- 
worn eyes and stooped figure the handsome 
young woman in the picture in the bureau 
drawer. Only rarely, when her eyes, grey-bluc 
and flecked with green, lit up with a smile that 
softened the lines in her face did the resem- 
blance flash on me. At such times I would sud- 
denly become aware that my mother was still 
young in years, and a wave of sorrow for her 
too soon lost youth would sweep over me. 

My mother’s youth ended when my father 
died during the flu epidemic at the end of the first 
World War. She was then barely forty, but her 
eighteen years of married life had been an end- 
less wandering from one dank, rat-haunted tene- 
ment house to another. Just as the future began 
to hold promise, came the great loss. My father’s 
sudden death left her to bring three young 
children to maturity, poor, alone and so be- 
wildered that it took all of her deep religious 
feeling to support her own will to live. 

The death of my father aged my mother not 
only physically, but also in another, strange 
way. Her religious sense demanded an explana- 
tion of why life had punished her, and she found 
it in what began to appear to her as the great sin 


of her youth—love. She often said that if she. 


had not met and loved my father, her life might 
have been threadbare, but she would have been 
spared so much unhappiness. When sickness and 
worry came, too overwhelming for her to cope 
with single-handed, she would exclaim, ‘“‘Blessed 
are the old maids!” But that sounded so blas- 
phemous that she contritely hastened to add a 
Yiddish rhyme, “God is one. What he does, sees 


none.” 





Jack Luria has published stories in the New Yorker and 
other magazines. 


“Only love of God brings no regrets,” my 
mother would conclude, making her knuckle 
joints crack. She forbade us to go to the public 
library. When she saw boys and girls walking 
with arms around each other or kissing on park 
benches, she would shake her head and mutter, 
“The fool shows his folly.” And it was this con- 
fused bitterness of my mother’s which led to 
the most considerable act of self-sacrifice of my 


childhood. 


[ was Nor a very sophisticated child. As a boy 

of ten I heard my street companions scorn- 
fully laughing away the mysteries of sex, but I 
refused to believe. To me their stories were 
vicious untruths staining the purity of mother- 
hood. However, I picked up all the four-letter 
obscenities and repeated them at home. I would 
overhear bits of whispered conversation be- 
tween my mother and my two sisters about 
neighborhood immorality, and trumpet what I 
half heard, and still less understood, for all to 
hear. 

I was a contrary and undisciplined child, lack- 
in a father’s influence, and the greater the dis- 
comfiture of my mother, the more loudly I 
brayed. 

At Hebrew school, where my mother sent 
me for my religious training, I had been placed 
in a class of boys several years older than myself, 
most of them immigrant children. The principal 
of the school had done this at the insistence of 
my mother who wanted me to learn how to 
translate the Bible into Yiddish, rather than the 
less traditional English. Some of the boys in this 
class had already passed their crucial Bar Mitz- 
vah birthdays and openly bragged about being 
men in a very significant way. 

My teacher, Mr. Reshevsky, was a short, gray- 
ing man with a high scholar’s forehead and a 
penchant for straying into discursive but in- 
teresting and illuminating commentary on the 
Bible passages we were translating from the 
Hebrew. He was a man of much wider learning 
than was customary in Hebrew teachers, and as 
I look back I see that I had been rarely privileg- 
ed to have sat at his feet. He was able to dip not 
only into a rich store of Talmudic lore, but he 
had adventured along strange paths—the higher 
Biblical criticism, psychology and philosophy. 

Late one winter afternoon we were reading 
a passage in Exodus which our teacher translated 
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as, “Sanctify unto me all your first born, all 
that pierce the birth sac, among the Children 
of Israel. Both man and beast belong to me.” 
He was about to go on to the next verse when 
he paused and said: “You are all intelligent 
young men. I should like to explain this verse 
so that it will mean more to you.’ 

He then went on to explain simply how a 
child was conceived, how it developed within its 
mother and, finally, how it was born. For the 
first time in my life sex and the mystery of 
birth had been expressed without my feeling 
torn apart by shame and guilt. 


HEN CLASS WAS DISMISSED I walked home 

overwhelmed with resentment against both 
my street friends and my mother. Why had 
they made this thing seem dirty and unnatural 
and sinful? I made up my mind to confront my 
mother immediately with my new-found know- 
ledge. 

When I came home my mother was cooking 
supper. I smelled chopped meat rolled in cab- 
bage and, distracted by hunger, I momentarily 
forgot my resolve. The younger of my two 
sisters, Rebecca, was sitting at the kitchen table 
doing homework. My older sister, Leah, still 
hadn’t come home from work. 

My mother kissed me affectionately, but un- 
luckily asked me, “Already home from Cheder? 
And what new Torah wisdom did you learn 
today?” (Listening to me retell the Biblical 
- stories I learned was one of the few pleasures 
she had.) 

“I learned how babies are born,” I blurted 
out. Then pausing for breath I repeated verbatim 
all that Mr. Reshevsky had told us. My sister 
Rebecca dropped what she was doing and listen- 
ed with unwontedly attentive ears. 
~My mother turned livid. ‘Your father hap- 
pily didn’t live to hear such talk from his only 
son’s mouth,” she exclaimed. “If you had no 
shame of me, you should at least have thought 
of your innocent sister.” 

“It’s true!” I cried. “There’s nothing to be 
ashamed of. Our rebbe told us every word of 
this.” 

“Better that I were an unbeliever and didn’t 
send you to Cheder,” my mother said. “How 
can such things come out of the mouth of a 
child of ten? If your father were alive he would 
know how to silence you.” 

My sister Leah came and we sat down io 
supper, but I was so agitated by the injustice 
of my mother’s words that I could hardly stam- 
mer out the blessing on eating bread. Leah no- 
ticed how poorly I was eating and, touching her 
hand to my forehead, said, “Jackie isn’t eating. 
He must be getting sick.” 





JEWIsH FRONTIER 


“His body is well, but his mind—” my mother 
answered. “His dark thoughts have spoiled his 
appetite.” 


These words had gone beyond the limit. I 
pushed my plate from me and ran out of the 
house. I walked through the damp darkness 
along the East River waterfront and brooded, 
returning home only when I had hit on a plan of 
revenge. 


During the next few days I nearly worried 
my mother into a nervous breakdown. To every- 
one who would listen—to next door neighbors, 
to my sisters’ friends, to my aunts and uncles 
who visited us—I poured out my teachers’ 
exegesis on that fateful passage in Exodus. My 
mother tried every persuasion and punishment 


at her command. She promised a visit to the. 


Bronx Zoo and Coney Island (when summer 
came—if God willed it), she offered me money 
for the forbidden movies and in desperation she 
even lashed me with a length of clothesline. But 
I was immune to either force or persuasion. The 
more I aroused my mother to fury, the greater 
my triumph. Eventually the game wore thin and 
I ended it through sheer boredom. 


BUT 1 HaD LET Loose a mischief which was to 

return to plague me. I was sitting in my 
Hebrew class one day when Mr. Reshevsky en- 
tered the room, his high forehead flushed and 
his hands trembling. 


With an obvious effort he controlled a shaking 
voice and said, “Someone here has done a mean 
thing, a very mean thing.” 


The murmuring in the class stopped suddenly. 
“One of you who sits before me now went home 
and told his mother a terrible falsehood,” he con- 
tinued. “I do not know which one of you. But 
the principal just told me that one of your 
mothers complained about me.” 


My heart began to pound so that I was sure 
the whole class must hear it. “Who could have 
done such a thing? Why?” he asked. ‘The 
Torah teaches us that there is no greater sin 
than false accusation. Have I ever taught you 
anything evil?” 

“No, rebbe!”’ several boys cried. 


“Yet there is one way in which the guilty 
boy can atone for what he has done,” the teacher 
went on. “If he stands up and says, ‘It was I.’ 
Then I will talk to the boy’s mother and ex- 
plain to her that I taught you nothing but what 
is true and moral.” He paused and looked 
around at the faces before him. I kept my face 
lowered to my desk, feeling such shame that I 
knew I could not raise my eyes to his. Finally 
his gaze rested on a boy in the last row. ‘“Some- 
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how I feel it was you, Kronisch. Was it not?” 
he asked. 

Kronisch was a big lunk of a boy, an unwill- 
ing scholar forced to attend Hebrew School by 
his fanatically pious parents even though he 
was close to fifteen years old. He had come to 
this country from Poland only two or three 
years before. From time to time he asked Mr. 
Reshevsky heckling, provocative questions such 
as, ‘Does God have a wife?” or, “Where did 
Moses get his food during the forty days he was 
on Mount Sinai?”-Our teacher had made it clear 
on many occasions that he considered Kronisch 
an annoyance, a mudnik. 

“Me? Why me rebbe?” asked Kronisch 
brazenly. 

“Because you are the only one insensitive 
enough to do such a thing,” answered the 
teacher. 

“Think what you will then, rebbe,” the boy 
said and shrugged his heavy shoulders. 

I wanted desperately to jump to my feet and 
cry, “No, rebbe, it wasn’t Kronisch. It was I! 
I—I’m the guilty one.” But fear and shame held 
me to my seat, and I could say nothing. 

“Without a confession, what can I do?” said 
our teacher. “But perhaps the guilty one will 
come to me and speak in private.” Then he 
straightened his skull cap, which had fallen to 
one side in his agitation, and went on with the 
lesson. 


HOWEVER MUCH MY CONSCIENCE troubled me 

afterwards, I could not gather up the cour- 
age to confess “in private.” In my Hebrew 
class, I sat with head bowed, unable to concen- 
trate, feeling always that I had committed an 
unpardonable sin, that God was waiting for an 
atonement—an act of sacrifice by Old Testa- 
ment demands—to which I was unequal. I felt 
that I had not only wronged my teacher but 
that in not rising to clear Kronisch I had also 
wronged him. 

One night as I lay in bed torn with guilt, J 
thought of a way to wipe away my wrongdoing, 
at least partly. It involved my most treasured 
possession, a set of clasp knives of three different 


- sizes in a leather case. It was a gift from my 


aunt, who had brought it back with her one 
summer from the Catskills. The smallest of the 
three knives was no bigger than my thumb and 
evoked loud exclamations of admiration when- 
ever I displayed it. 

The next afternoon I brought the knives with 
me to Hebrew School. I took care to sit next 
to Kronisch in the back row, and then as casu- 
ally as possible I began playing with my treasure. 
Perversely he ignored me for awhile. 
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Finally he leaned over and said, “Hey, where 
you get them?” 

*“My aunt gave them to me. She brought them 
from the country,” I said proudly. “You like 
them?” | 

“Yeh. Look at the teenschie weenschie one— 
a tzatzke,’” he said admiringly. At this point Mr. 
Reschevsky heard us talking and shushed us. 

“Would you like them?” I whispered. 

“What?” he asked incredulously. 

“T’ll give them to you.” 

“Sure, why not?” he said, laughing at my joke. 

*“You can have them. I mean it,” I said. 

“You crazy schlemiel!’’ he said, still not be- 
lieving. ““They’re worth plenty money.” 

“But if you want them they’re yours,” I in-° 
sisted. 

Finally convinced, he slid the knives off the 
desk and intovhis pocket. “But if you ever bother 
me to get them back, I’ll let you have them, 
with my fist in your eyes!” he warned. 

All I had left now was a leather case with 
the words “Souvenir of Haines Falls” embossed 
on it. But the boorish, ungrateful way in which 
Kronisch had taken my sacrifical offering only 
made it in my eyes more acceptable to God. _ 

But my conscience still tormented me. Al- 
though I had made it up to Kronisch, for the 
greater wrong to my teacher I had done no 
penance. My chance came at last, but it took 
a few months. 


UP To THE INCIDENT in February I had been 

a very unexceptional pupil in Hebrew. If 
my rebbe had been more observant and less un- 
wordly he would have ‘suspected guilt in me. 
I suddenly began to glow with an ardor for 
learning which delighted him. Even when the 
others lapsed into the kind of disorder consider- 
ed only proper outside of public school, I was 
“good.” 

My transformation into a scholar-angel bore 
fruit. At dismissal time one afternoon in May, 
our rebbe told us that our Hebrew School was 
to have an outing in Central Park on L’ag 
B’omer. 

“This holiday, as you know, brings to mind 
the Revolt of Bar Kochba against the Roman 
oppressors in ancient Judea,” he told the class. 
“But if we pay tribute to Bar Kochba, who was 
a giant in body, how much more should we 
honor a spiritual giant of Bar Kochba’s day, the 
great Rabbi Akibah?” 

He paused, and we sensed what he was leading 
up to: It was at our L’ag B’omer outing that 
prizes were awarded to the best students in the 
school. Suddenly, as always when he spoke of 
history, he looked out of touch with us there 
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in the little Cheder room. His mind could leap 
across centuries. 


“Today, alas, we have no Rabbi Akibah in 
our midst,” he went on. “That is part of our 
glorious past which we hope God will see fit to 
restore in our time. But the spirit of Akibah 
lives. In this very room we have an Akibah 


whom we will honor with a prize—Yaacov!” 


The mention of my name at the climax of 
his flow of eloquence almost made me fall from 
my bench. Again, as on that earlier afternoon 
in February, I felt myself quivering and speech- 
less. When the boys had clattered out of the 
room, I remained seated in bewilderment, try- 
ing to control myshelf. Mr. Reshevsky smiled 
gently at me and said, “You are proud, aren’t 
you, Yaacov? You deserve the honor.” 


“Rebbe, I don’t—I don’t deserve it,” I stam- 
mered. 


. ©The true sign of a lamdan (scholar) ,” 
said. “All our sages had great humility. It = 
you great credit.” 


*““No—no!” I cried. “I won’t go to hind outing 


City Hall, 





JEWIsH FRONTIER 


on L’ag B’omer and I won’t take any prize. [ 
don’t deserve it!” 

My rebbe’s pale forehead wrinkled into a 
puzzled frown. “A strange child. Perhaps it is 
beyond my understanding. So be it,” he said. 
Then I pulled myself to my feet and stumbled 
out of the room. 

I did go to Central Park on L’ag B’omer, but 
not with my Hebrew class. It was a warm, 
balmy May afternoon and I listened from a dis- 
tance as my schoolmates sang Hebrew songs 
and played on the grass. I crouched behind a 
bench and watched as the prizes—mainly fat 
Hebrew-English Bibles—were given out, choked 
with the bitter consciousness of what I had 
given up 


Mr. ee left the school at the end of - 


the year and never returned. All the rest of the 
time I went to Hebrew School I never had an- 
other teacher like him. For years I kept regret- 
ting that I had not risen to confess openly <t 
that moment which, once gone, was to leave me 
shamed forever. Yet always pride in my double 
sacrifice would plead for me, until I struck a 
peace with myself. 


Haifa 


by M. Z. Frank 


A SEVEN in the morning the employees of 

Haifa’s City Hall begin streaming in 
through the rear entrance. Many of them carry 
briefcases bulging with papers and sandwiches. 
At eight the front doors are thrown open to the 
public, 

Haifa’s City Hall is a light brownstone build- 
ing five stories high, one of the few attractive 
public buildings in Israel. Its simple lines blend 
with the surrounding landscape of unmatched 
beauty. 

This particular morning the Municipal Trib- 
unal is in session, presided over by voluntary 
magistrates serving in turn. A Mr. Vardi comes 
in rather shamefacedly to answer charges of in- 
fringing on a municipal by-law—he had con- 
verted his balcony into an apartment without a 
license. He argues: What could he do? His in- 
laws came from Poland; there is an acute hous- 
ing shortage; he couldn’t turn them out into the 
street, could he? He stands there ready to give 
the court a complete accounting of the disposi- 
tion of his family in the house, if only they are 


M. Z, Frank spent a year in Haifa as press officer for 
the Municipality. 


interested to hear the details. Vardi is followed 
by another man who added a floor to his house 
thus obstructing a neighbor’s view. A third one 
is guilty of unnecessarily honking his horn con- 
trary to a municipal anti-noise regulation. He 
is a suspicious man and hints that he has been 
hauled into court because he has refused to do- 
nate his car to take old people around during 
Old Folks’ Day the previous Succoth. 


The procession keeps coming. A man waves 
his Mapai membership card and demands em- 
ployment. An old-timer, he loudly demands to 
be admitted into the Mayor’s office without de- 
lay because, “He knows me; we worked to- 
gether draining marshes in the Emek in the old 
days”. The “old-timer” is followed by a dusky 
Oriental Jew who shouts in guttural Hebrew 
that his boy must be admitted to school now, 
that he cannot wait till next semester, or he will 
grow up to be as stupid and ignorant as his 
father, a hamor ben hamor—a donkey the son 
of a donkey, that’s what the boy is going to be. 
No sooner does he finish than a Polish woman 
from a nearby transit camp, lean, her face writ- 
ten over with the bitter experiences of many 
years, comes wailing and cursing in Yiddish: 
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*Bandittn, farbrent zolln zay vern mit zayer 
land.” (Bandits, may they burn together with 
that country of theirs.) 

The crowd milling about is visibly shocked 
by such words and shows feelings of pity mixed 
with disgust, but the reactions can be detected 
only by a slight turn of the head or a momentary 
flash of the eye. A few stop for a moment to 
look at her, then go about their business. Yaacov, 
the front gate attendant, himself a recent im- 
migrant from Poland, tries to argue with the 
woman. He seems to feel responsible both for 
her plight as well as for her manners. Presently 
a police officer comes along and tries to quiet 
the woman. He takes down her complaints in 
writing and promises to see what can be done 
about them. 

A noisy group of Iraqi Jews forces its way 
past the gatekeeper to the door of the Mayor’s 
office. There they squat on the floor, clap their 
hands and sing in unison: “Bread and work; 
bread and work.” They grin self-consciously 
and seem to enjoy themselves like children. 

Office doors open and faces appear with ex- 


' pressions of curiosity mingled with consterna- 


tion. The Mayor’s secretary, a handsome woman 
in her thirties, appears in the doorway for a 
moment, a look of stern disapproval on her face. 
A scion of hardy pioneers she is outraged at the 
unseemly behavior of newcomers. She disap- 
pears again in her office, but her momentary 
presence has had the effect of awing the amateur 
demonstrators. When an attendant asks them 
to leave, they meekly obey. . 

Such demonstrations are not frequent. When 
they occur the staff remains unruffled and busi- 
ness goes on as usual. 


Mr. Desser, the man from Belgium, came 

again. He is negotiating the construction 
of a tourist center on top of Mt. Carmel. There 
is something over-refined in his dress and man- 
ner and in his flourishing gestures that are some- 
how more urbane than those of American tour- 
ists. He speaks French and German. Occasion- 
ally he lapses into Yiddish, and then his manner- 
isms are suddenly East European again. 

While waiting to see the Mayor, Mr. Desser 
is offered a demitasse of Turkish coffee. He will 
probably have another with the Mayor later. 
Shezifi, the Director of the Development De- 
partment, is called in to have a talk with the 
visitor. There is a certain forced tolerance in 
his manner. To Shezifi the man from Belgium 
represents the very things he had turned his 
back on in his youth when he left his native 
Bavaria to become a manual laborer in Pales- 
tine. Later, as we sit over our coffee, Shezifi 
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remarks, ‘“‘Nu-nu, these get-rich-quick benefac- 
tors of Israel! They want to bring us milk and 
honey and Monte Carlo.” More reflectively he 
adds, “But there may be something in his project 
after all.” 

Shezifi’s assistant is a younger man. He came 
to the country from Galicia in the thirties while 
still a university student. A short, wiry man 
his face is pale and tense. He is always busy and 
intent on some pet project which is invariably 
beset by all sorts of obstacles. As he reports the 
progress of his efforts he speaks volubly and rap- 
idly so that it is difficult to keep up with him. 
Suddently he slows down and enunciates clearly 
and dramatically: mitbarebr (it is evident). It 
became evident that he had embarked on a wild 
goose chase and he must put in some additional 
work, mitbarehr, that it is necessary to start all 
over again; mitbarebhr, that it is very frustrating 
to work in this pandemonium. 

But projects do catch on and are worked out 
successfully. In such cases each mitbarehr in the 
narration becomes a heading for a chapter in 
the story of a triumphal march. 


HEN THE Mayor has company, he presses 

the button at the side of his large desk and 
Albert, a recent arrival from Salonica who is in 
charge of brewing the coffee, looks in to count 
the number of guests he is to serve. Then, del- 
icately ‘balancing the tray loaded with demi- 
tasses he walks softly on the large Persian rug 
and daintily places the cups beside each of the 
guests. This is an important ritual, especially 
when foreign visitors are entertained. 

His duties performed, Albert likes to talk 
to me about his doubts and disappointments. He 
is unhappy about his job and about the country 
in general. He also doubts my wisdom. ‘‘What 
did you want to come to this country for, from 
America? It’s so small, like a little box. It has 
no future, no prospects.” And he extends his 
hands in a typical Balkan gesture as he says so. 

Tea is served to the executive staff at ten. At 
that time the door of my office opens and Frania 
brings in a large trayful of glasses. 

“Will you take saccahrine?” she asks self- 
consciously. I tell her I prefer it unsweetened 
if there is no sugar. Question and answer have 
become routine. She obviously thinks Ameri- 
cans are funny for drinking unsweetened tea. 
But she is not bold enough to say it. 

Every large office in Israel serves tea. Turkish 
coffee is served only in the Haifa Municipality, 
and it is reserved for distinguished visitors. 
Turkish coffee is an instrument of public rela- 
tions. That is probably why there is usually 
enough sugar for the coffee while it is chron- 
ically short for the tea. 
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Unlike coffee tea is not a luxury in Israel. It 
performs the same function that a cigarette does 
for a soldier at the front. It relaxes, and Is- 
raelis work while they sip. 


Mr. Shereshevsky’s tea room is off the landing, 
half-way between the ground floor and the first 
floor. The tea room is shabby. It contains two 
unpainted cupboards and an unpainted wooden 
bench along the wall. Apart from the tea that 
is served gratis in the offices, one can buy there 
cookies, sandwiches and soft drinks. The sand- 
wiches are made of coarse slices of bread and 
cheese that looks like a parody of the imported 
variety. Occasionally “solomon” (salmon or 
tuna) is served.. Only seldom does one have 
more than two items to choose from for the 


filling of the sandwich. 


The Shereshevskys are an old refugee couple. 
It is easy to read the memory of past horrors in 
their eyes. When they walk out together on 
the way home, they seem to be in unarticulated 
communion with each other, sharing the same 
phantoms perhaps. His eyes look sad and angry, 
especially when he is not engaged in some work. 
Her eyes appear extinct. I never heard her sigh, 
but her entire appearance suggests a constant 
sigh, without beginning or end. 


At work Mr. Shereshevsky’s face comes to life 
and the animation in his eyes makes him look 
younger. Once I even saw him smile. It was a 
derisive smile when he referred to his conviction 
that Labor is incapable of running a State. In 
his better days he must have been a prosperous 
merchant in Poland. He speaks Hebrew with 
the pronunciation of an old-fashioned scholar, 
but as a general rule he prefers to speak Yiddish, 
and then he uses a rapid, clipped Polish dialect 
that is hard to follow. Once I heard him take 
part in a discussion on German reparations. He 
was excited and fairly jumped around as he 
spoke: “I can’t talk about it, I can’t, you can 
never feel what I feel...” 


His wife never gives in even to the momen- 
tary relaxations that her husband indulges in. 
Whatever she does her faces bears the expres- 
sion of timeless, ageless Jewish grief. Strangely 
enough she insists on speaking Hebrew all the 
time, and she speaks it in the standard Israeli 
way. Is it patriotism? Or perhaps a defense 
against the condescending pity for a refugee. 


JHE CHARWOMEN speak Rumanian among 

themselves. After 2:30 p.m. the offices are 
deserted and they appear on the scene, washing 
scrubbing, tidying up. The woman in charge 
of them appears to be not more than thirty years 
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old. Her round face and shining black hair 
make her look like a Gypsy. Sometimes a new 
chairwoman shows up who is Oriental and has 
to be addressed in that pidgin Hebrew which 
recent immigrants use, or if she is a Sephardi, it 
is necessary to rely on the similarity between 
Ladino and the Latin roots of Rumanian. But 
on one occasion I heard the young Rumanian 
beauty initiate a novice in idomatic Yiddish. I 
was surprised to hear her talk Yiddish and asked 
her about it. Her answer had overtones of dig- 
nity that implied a sheltered home, traditions, 
careful upbringing, as she said: “Ich bin doch a 
yiddish kind”—I am a Jew, am I not? 


Councilman Gebirtig obviously resorts to or- 
atorical tricks when he addresses the City Coun- 


cil. The movements of his hands, the studied © 


smile, all bear signs of calculated affability. He 
is immaculately dressed and his grammar is care- 
fully polished. ‘I feel constrained to say,” he 
intones, “that while we admire our Mayor’s 
enthusiasm and energy... ” 


Mr. Gebirtig is a member of the General Zion- 
ist opposition in the City Council. The Mayor 
and the majority of the councilmen are Mapai. 
The Council table is arranged in the form of a 
horseshoe. The Mayor sits in an armchair under 
the city’s crest—a lighthouse, and a breakwater 
against the sea as a background. The Mayor 
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listens intently to Gebirtig’s long-winded ora- 
tory. When one of his own party shows signs 


’ of impatience and tries to heckle, he raps on 


the table. He insists on dignity and decorum. 
Gebirtig is one of the three most loquacious 
members of the Council. The other is a repre- 
sentative of Mapam who sits across from him. 
The third is the lone communist member of 
the Council. 

Gebirtig talks with a purpose—he wants to 
be known in his own party and in the commu- 
nity. A recent newcomer from Poland, he is 
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an aspiring lawyer and an imbitious politician. 

e loquacity of the Mapam representative, on 
the other hand, lacks such purpose. He is volu- 
ble in a mechanical way, as if he were reciting a 
well-memorized speech. Speech with him ap- 
pears to be an inner compulsion and his words 
tumble out in mechanical sequences. His vocab- 
ulary consists of the worn verbiage of political 
pamphlets. 

The Mayor listens attentively, then his tense 
face breaks into a smile: “Not more than ten 
minutes.” 


The End of Jewish Salonica 


by Alfred Joachim Fischer 


ALONICA, the capital of Greek Macedonia, is 
one of the oldest Jewish settlements outside 
Palestine. 


Legend has it that the first Jews came to 
Salonica at the time of Alexander the Great, in 
the fourth century B.C. They were brought 
there as agricultural laborers. The Greeks, at 
that time, were primarily a commercial, seafar- 
ing and martial people and had little inclination 
to agricultural pursuits. Only much later -did 
the Jewish immigrants become prominent in 
trade and commerce. 


In later centuries it was oftén mentioned that 
many Salonica Jews were of Greek descent. This 
appears plausible for at various times during the 
history of ancient Greece there were revulsions 
against polytheism, and at such times the Jewish 
community gained numerous Greek converts 
who sought a more sublime, monotheistic faith. 
The New Testament also describes how the 
Apostle Paul had talks with the Jewish elders of 
Salonica, as a result of which some were con- 
verted and baptized. 


During the fourteenth century, the commu- 
nity in Salonic gained an increase in numbers 
due to a considerable Jewish immigration from 
Hungary. One hundred years later, when the 
Jews were expelled from Spain by Ferdinand and 
Isabella, many rich Spanish Jews moved to the 
Ottoman Empire, and a large number of them 
settled in Salonica. The rich exiles were soon fol- 
lowed by masses of poor ones. The Ottoman 
Sultan, Bayazid, at that time made the apt re- 
mark: “King Ferdinand made his country poor 
in order to make mine rich”. The Sultan wel- 
comed all Spanish Jewish exiles. 


Jewish life in Salonica then prospered. The 
Council of Rabbis wrote to all persecuted Jews 
to come to Salonica “‘where life is good”. The 
Spanish element took firm roots in the city and 
because of its cultural and numerical weight 
assimilated the older Jewish community within 
one generation. Ladino—a Spanish-Jewish dia- 
lect having the same relationship to Spanish as 
Yiddish has to German—became the language of 
all the Jews and Sephardic rites were used in all 
the synagogues. 


The Sabbatai Zevi movement, which rocked 
the Jewish people throughout Europe and Pales- 
tine in the seventeenth century, had strong re- 
percussions in Salonica. After his forced conver- 
sion to Islam, many of Sabbatai Zevi’s disciples 
followed his example. These came to be called 
Dolme, and for centuries they practiced a dual 
religion, maintaining secret synagogues in ad- 
dition to their mosques. All of them had Mos- 
lem as well as Jewish names. They knew Hebrew 
as well as Ladino and observed Jewish holidays 
as well as the Moslem ones. Since Sabbatai Zevi 
had enjoyed popularity among the well-to-do, 
the Dolme and their descendants disposed of con- 
siderable fortunes. Relations between them and 
the Jewish community were cordial. In the 
twenties of this century, when Turkey and 
Greece exchanged populations, the Dolme chose 
to go to Turkey together with the other Mos- 
lems who had lived in Greece. In this way they 
saved their lives. I met a number of them in 
Constantinople and Smyrna recently and with- 
out exception they were proud of their origin 


and their knowledge of Hebrew. 
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[N 1912 Satonica passed from Turkish to 

Greek rule. At that time the city gave an 
impression of being inhabited solely by Jews. In 
fact its population then consisted of 80,000 
Jews, 10,000 Dolme and about 50,000 Greeks, 
Turks and Armenians. Salonica’s port had 
served all of that part of the Turkish empire 
which extended from the Aegean Sea to the 
Danube. Its commercial turnover was bigger 
than that of Trieste. After the city was acquired 
by Greece its commercial importance dwindled 
and its formerly busy harbor came to a virtual 
standstill. Virtually all of the city’s commerce 
had been in Jewish hands since the Turks had no 
ambition in this direction and Greek competition 
grew slowly. No ship could dock or raise anchor 
on Sabbaths and Jewish holidays; all banks and 
shops—even those owned by Gentiles—remained 
closed. On Yom Kippur one had the impression 
that the whole city was fasting. 

When Greek mass immigration came from 
Asia Minor in the twenties, Salonica underwent 
great. changes. Only 65,000 Jews remained in 
Salonica out of a total population of 300,000. 
Many had emigrated to France, the United States 
and Palestine. (There are about 19,000 Salonica 
Jews in Israel today.) 

From a material standpoint the situation of the 
Salonica Jews constantly deteriorated. The loss 
of the Turkish hinterland and the immigration 
of Greeks from Turkey—mainly from Smyrna 
—both contributed to the decline. The Greeks 
quickly penetrated many branches of trade and 
industry which had formely been almost exclu- 
sively in Jewish hands. There was also some 
psychological ‘friction between the Jews and 
the Greek newcomers. Refugees bearing tragic 
memories and lacking firm roots in a community 
are seldom easy neighbors. 

Nevertheless Salonica continued to be the 
wealthiest Jewish community in the entire Mid- 
dle East. Counting teachers the community had 
300 employees on its payroll. The social con- 
trasts from which the community—like the en- 
tire region—suffered, were mitigated by many 
welfare institutions, among these a large hospi- 
tal, a polyclinic, old-age homes, communal 
kitchens, food parcels for the destitute and al- 
locations of clothing. School books were dis- 
tributed free. An extensive Jewish school sys- 
tem was maintained, which included seminaries 
for teachers and rabbis. Salonica’s Jewish press 
consisted of four dailies (in French and Ladino) 
and sixteen weeklies and monthlies. 


HEN THE Nazis conquered Greece, Salonica 
Jews shared in full measure the tragedy of the 
Jews of Europe. For two years the Nazis treated 
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the Jews with “kid gloves”. Economic consid- 
eration were responsible for this early policy. 

During these critical years the community’s 
affairs were run by Chief Rabbi, Dr. Zvi Korez, 
a highly educated native of Poland who, at one 
time, had been rabbi in Berlin. On a visit to 
Athens he was arrested by the Germans and sent 
to a prison in Vienna. What happened in Vienna 
remains a mystery. But Korez was returned to 
Salonica and from that time on acted as a pup- 
pet of the Germans. The Gestapo was so sure 
of him that it displaced the elected president of 
the community and entrusted the whole admin- 
istration of communal affairs into Korez’ hands. 

It is impossible to obtain a clear picture of the 
attitude of the Greek population of Salonica be- 
cause the numerous reports on this subject are 
often contradictory. One obtains the general 
impression that many Greeks who had been re- 
patriated from Turkey in the twenties were not 
averse to the Nazi plans for the Jews and acted 
accordingly. The old Greek residents were more 
friendly. It was thanks to them that some Jews 
were saved. More might have been saved per- 
haps, but for Jewish thoughtlessness. Korez con- 
stantly warned the community against flight in- 
to the mountains lest this lead to German repri- 
sals. When the Germans demanded lists. of 
names and addresses of members of the Jewish 
community, a group of Salonica’s rabbis begged 
Korez to resist the demand and to destroy all 
documents. He threatened them with Gestapo 
vengeance and handed over all the files of the 
Jewish community to the Germans. 

In March, 1953 the Salonica Jewish commu- 
nity was liquidated within one week. Up to the 
last minutes the Gestapo worked under a cloak 
of legality. They promised the Jews “resettle- 
ment in a Jewish state near Cracow”. The vic- 


tims were paid with checks in Polish Zlotys ‘‘to’ 


help them start a new life”. At a mass meeting 
in the Beth Shaul synagogue, Korez declared: ‘I 
am responsible for your safety and I guarantee 
it.” (Korez later died in the Bergen Belsen con- 
centration camp during a typhoid epidemic. It 
was said that he received preferential treat- 
ment. ) 

Today Salonica is virtually Jedenrein. About 
1,000 survived the various concentration camps 
and returned. A like number emerged from 
hideouts after the war ended. Almost half of 
these survivors later emigrated to Israel and 
America. About fifty widows, many old peo- 
ple and some orphans remained as charges of the 
community. Some survivors of the infamous 
Nazi “Block 10” had to undergo surgery before 
being able to marry. 

In 1946 there were only forty-six married 
Jewish couples in Salonica. In subsequent years 
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many marriages were contracted. The commu- 
ntiy now numbers 1200. Rabbi Shabetai Asaria 
gives religious instruction to the young people. 
It is even hoped that in a few years’ time there 
may be enough children to establish a Jewish 
school. 

Joseph Nechama, the famous historian, is the 
outstanding Jewish intellectual in Salonica to- 
day. The president of the community, Joshua 
Perachia, is managing director and co-owner of 
the Union Bank. His life was saved by the 
Italian consul who brought him together with 
his family to Athens in a car flying the Italian 
flag. During the first post-war years, Joint Dis- 
tribution Committee did much welfare work 
in the community. 

Walking through this one time Jewish city, 
one finds only seldom names reminiscent of by- 
gone days. Heirless property was handed over to 
a society OPAIE whose profits are used for the 
benefit of the welfare institutions of the greatly 
shrunken Jewish community. As rents on houses 
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and shops are based on pre-war levels, the in- 
come from this source does not cover welfare 
requirements. It is almost impossible to sell 
houses whose prices have fallen, on the average, 
to eighty percent of their pre-war values. A 
dead city commercially, Greeks are reluctant to 
invest in it. 


The visitor to Salonica encounters depressing 
sights. On the site of the devastated Jewish 
cemetery, apartment houses have been built and 
many of the tombstones have been used for gar- 
den walks and staircases. Often the inscriptions 
are still legible. Whenever a tombstone was too 
large for its new function, it was sawn in half. 


Two synagogues were reconstructed. I was 
present at a memorial service in the larger one 
—the majority of the mourners were non-Jews. 


Whenever the King of Greece visits Salonica, 
he receives in audience the president of the Jew- 
ish community. The Greek dynasty, originating 
in Denmark, is traditionally philo-Semitic. 
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THE EARLY YEARS 
by C. Bezalel Sherman 


EarLy AMERICAN Jewry, by Ja- 
cob Rader Marcus. Jewish Pub- 
lication Society of America. 
Volume one, XXVIII + 301 
pp; $3.50; Volume two, XXI 
+ 594 pp; $4.00. 


N EARLY AMERICAN JEWRY, Dr. 

Jacob Rader Marcus take a new 
road to cover old territory. Build- 
ing his work around scores of 
personal letters and petitions writ- 
ten by Jewish settlers and immi- 
grants during Colonial days and 
in the first decade of Independ- 
ence, Prof. Marcus shows how the 
Jewish community in this coun- 
try was born out of the trials and 
tribulations of the first Jews who 
came here after traveling from 
land to land and continent to con- 
tinent in quest for peace and 
security. 

They were simple people, these 
Jewish pioneers, who opened up 
the frontiers of what, in three 
centuries, became the largest Jew- 
ish settlement in the world. They 
were distinguished neither by 
great learning nor by great wealth 
nor by great accomplishments. 
There were among them, in the 
words of Dr. Marcus, “some in- 
compentents” who sought a 
“world of lesser competition or 
greater opportunity” (Vol. II, p. 
390). “Some poor were sent over 
by the London Charities”; others 
were brought over by generous 
relatives and friends. All came be- 
cause they had to come; and it 
never occurred to them that, in 
building nests for themselves and 
their families, they were carrying 
out a mission of unprecedented 
magnitude for the Jewish people, 
with whom a number of them 
could not openly identify them- 
selves in the lands of their birth. 

Little did they dream that the 
causes that brought hundreds of 
Jews to these shores before the 
Revolution would also bring 
countless thousands of Jews in the 
nineteenth century and millions 
in the first half of the twentieth 


BOOKS 


century. “The generalization may 
be repeated,” Marcus writes, “that 
the European Jew of the first half 
of the eighteenth century was 
close to medievalism. Intolerance 
was still strong; anti-Jewish dis- 
abilities were still severe; men’s 
minds were still closed against 
their neighbors of different re- 
ligious faiths” (Vol. II, p. 391). 
The situation was, if anything, 
worse two hundred years later. 
Jews were still driven by poverty 
and persecution, and by terror a 
thousand times worse than the In- 
quisition from which the first 
Sephardim to arrive in this coun- 
try had to flee. As we follow the 
panorama Dr. Marcus unfolds be- 
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fore our eyes, we are again struck 
by the timelessness of Jewish des. 
tiny. It is not so much a case of 
history repeating itself as a case 
of the events affecting Jewish life 
never ceasing to flow in the same 
channels, and obliterating delinea- 
tion between past and present in 
the process. In Early American 
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Jewry, we see the future Jewish 
community casting its shadow be- 
fore it; and through the problems 
facing the Jewish community at 
the present time we gain insight 
into the factors that shaped the 
life of the early settlers. 

These settlers, like the millions 
of Jews who came after them, gra- 
yitated to towns. “Few of them,” 
Dr. Marcus notes, “were wilder- 
ness pioneers.” Lacking an agri- 
cultural tradition and having no 
governments or home companies 
to back them, they could not be- 
come farmers in appreciable num- 
bers; and with industry in the 
colonies in an embryonic stage, 
there were no proletarian ranks to 
join. It should therefore cause no 
surprise to find the vast majority 
of the 2,500 Jews living in this 
country at the time of the Revo- 
lution engaged in trade. 

The American Jewish commu- 
nity was a middle class community 
at the close of the eighteenth cen- 
tury. Included in this community 
were a few Gomezes, Lopezes, 
Harts and Frankses; but it was 
primarily composed of small mer- 
chants, shopkeepers and peddlers, 
with an occasional planter and 
slavedealer here and there; even 
so, as Marcus points out, they 


“evinced a high degree of visibility — 


in the market places and on the 
main streets” (Vol. II, pp. 412- 
13). In this respect too the flow 
of Jewish history has followed tra- 
ditional channels. 

The “visibility” of the Jewish 
economic pursuits added fuel to 
the flames of bigotry that existed 
in some parts of the country froim 
the day that Peter Stuyvesant. 
tried to prevent the twenty-three 
Jews who came on the St. Charles 
from settling in New Amsterdam. 
The fact remains however that 
the Jewish pioneers, even as those 
that followed them, performed 
useful economic functions. Marcus 
sums up their economic role in 
the following words: 


** |. . as merchants and traders, 
shippers and _ enterprisers, they 
helped to bring settlers and goods 
and a higher standard of living to 
a wilderness which was one day 
to become a great country. They 
themselves made no such claims. 
Yet they were pioneers of prog- 
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ress; they were co-builders of a 
great commonwealth.” (Vol. I, p. 
285). 


MALL AND WEAK as the Ameri- 

can Jewish population was in 
the Colonial period, it had its di- 
visions, rivalries, and social differ- 
entiations. The Sephardim ruled 
whatever there was of a commu- 
nity life with an iron hand, 
Though outnumbered by Ashke- 
nazim since the beginning of the 
eighteenth century, they were 
able to impose, by the sheer 
weight of their social and finan- 
cial prestige, the Sephardic rite 
on every one of the five syn- 
agogues that existed in this coun- 
try at the time of the Revolution. 

But it was not as pioneers of 
Jewish institutional life that the 
Sephardim left their imprint on 
Jewish development in this coun- 
try—this distinction belongs to 
the German Jews. The Sephardim 
made their greatest contribution 
by refusing to accept erzatz Civil 
Rights and by insisting since the 
days of Asser Levy, on being ac- 
corded all the privileges and al- 
lowed to discharge all the duties 
of full citizenship. One can only 
speculate as to the turn Jewish his- 
tory would have taken if, instead 
of coming from Holland—in some 
cases via England—the first Jews 
to step foot on the North Ameri- 
can mainland had come from 
Eastern Europe. Arriving as social 
outcasts from despotic lands where 
their physical existence was in con- 
stant danger, they probably would 
have found it the better part of 
wisdom not to be too militant 
about their rights in the new 
home. Not so the Spanish-Portu- 
guese Jews: “They were always 
ready to do battle for the elemen- 
tary civil liberties which they 
needed in order to survive” (Vol. 
i, p. 3F). 

Whence this great spiritual and 
moral strength in Jews who barely 
saved themselves from the clutches 
of the Inquisition? It resided in 
the combination of Jewish re- 
ligious fervor and a worldly out- 
look on economic and _ political 
problems that they brought with 
them. Despite the fact that many 
of them were forced to carry on 
as Marranos and crypto-Jews for 
generations, the Sephardim were 
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probably the only bi-cultural Jews 
in the world during the seven- 
teenth century. Largely due to 
their activities, Jews became a 
considerable economic factor in 
some of the more advanced lands 
in Central and Northern Europe. 
At the time the first Jews came 
to America, the social climate was 
changing in those lands. “The set- 
tlement of 1654 in this country,” 
Marcus states, “'.. . was but one 
minor manifestation of the slow 
westward trek of the Jewish 
masses back into an enlightened 
European world that needed the 
Jew and, because it needed him, 
was willing therefore to tolerate 
him” (Vol. I, p. 23). 


But the early American Jews 
wanted more than tolerance, once 
they struck roots in American 
soil. Having tasted the first fruits 
of enlightenment in the mother 
country, they were not going to 
return to the dark ages in the 
colonies. With a record of exten- 
ded international trade in Europe, 
they were not willing to accept 
economic restraints in America. 
They did not travel to the end 
of the world in order to be crowd- 
ed into a new ghetto. And they 
were not going to enjoy religious 
freedom for the first time by 
abandoning the faith of their 
fathers. Long before Louis D. 
Brandeis, they discovered that 
multiple loyalties were not per- 
missible only if they were incon- 
sistent. The Jewish pioneer who 
was determined to remain a Jew 
could see nothing inconsistent 
about loving his new home with 
all his heart and retaining his 
identity as a Jew. In this sense he 


was a man of truly dual allegiance. * 


Thus the Sephardim helped create 
that synthesis of Jewish distinc- 
tiveness without apartness, of 
separateness without isolation, and 
of integration in American na- 
tionhood while remaining part and 
parcel of the Jewish people that 
is American Jewry’s greatest con- 
tribution to Jewish history. 


In the pre-Revolutionary days, 
the American Jew was far from 
being the political peer of his 
Christian neighbor. Only the 
Revolution created the opportu- 
nity for his gaining full political 
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equality. But this is another story 
which, we hope, Prof. Marcus will 
tell in future volumes. 


THE UNDERGROUND 
SHOLOM ALEICHEM 


by Jacob Sloan 


ADVENTURES OF MOTTEL, THE 
CantTor’s Son, by Sholom Alei- 
chem tr. by Tamara Kahana, ill, 
by Ilya Schor, Henry Schuman, 
1953, New York. 


"THERE ARE “NATURALS” in art 

as well as in life; everything 
they touch vibrates, and sets in 
motion a sort of magnetic field of 
vibration. For English literature, 
Swift and D. H. Lawrence in 
prose, Byron and Shakespeare in 
poetry are such natural, quick for- 
ces. For modern Jewish literature, 
Bialik, Sholom Aleichem, and 
Moshe Leib Halpern come to mind 
as the most obvious examples. 

It is not a question of supreme 
genius; only Shakespeare, of the 
writers mentioned, is that. Nor 
does this even involve the essen- 
tial quality that makes an artist 
great: Mendele Mocher Seforim is 
Sholom Aleichem’s superior in 
passion, insight, and even lan- 
guage, yet Mendele’s art is often 
inert where Sholom Aleichem’s is 
always mobile. Similarly, Milton 
is always on a higher level than 
Byron, yet, even in his most spon- 
taneous moments, Milton never 


approaches Byron’s constant verve. , 


What does seem to be relevant 
is two things: first, a sense of flu- 
ent movement (regardless of 
whether or not the work is actu- 
ally as fluid as it seems to be), a 
tone of easy assurance. The second 
characteristic of the natural artist 
is the feeling of inevitability—not 
again, the fact of the perfect 
phrase or work, or even the pro- 
per ones, but the illusion of right- 
ness. 

Such dynamic writers invite 
and somehow survive transposi- 
tion into the milieu of other cul- 
tures and ages. It is as though, to 
use an advertising metaphor, the 
vitamins have been quick-frozen 
into their products, which, though 
transported far from their origin, 
remain delectable. 
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The pleasure of Mottel, the 
Cantor’s Son comes through a me- 
diocre and sometimes faulty trans- 
lation almost intact. Like Mottel 
himself, the child hero with his 
underground, cartoon’s eye view 
of the adult world, Sholom Alei- 
chem is indomitable. For though 
he is not the hard-headed wit 
that his master and model Men- 
dele was, Sholom Aleichem is in 
his way less corruptible by senti- 
ment than either Mendele or Per- 
etz. This book, with its confron- 
tation of two cultures, that of the 
Old Country and that of East 
Side New York, spares neither of 


-them; there is self-deception and 


counterfeiting on Ellis Island as 
in Kasrilevke. Mottel is always 
jolly; but behind the belly laughs 
and smiles alike lurks rue and 
genuine desperation. For Moftel 
views the world with a directness 
whose naivete is brutal as well as 
charming, and with a compulsion 
to fun that, however disarming, 
is basically destructive of conven- 
tion. Thus, the refugees who remi- 
nisce over their former glory are 
devestated with the simple com- 
ment: “Apparently, none of them 
were ever paupers before the po- 
grom!” Sholom Aleichem allows 
no one his conventional lie that 
makes reality bearable, permits no 
one that exaggerated sigh that 
alone can ease pain. And the poor 
girl with trachoma in Amsterdam 
who is separated from her parents 
en route to America: her story 
is not merely pathetic, though it 
is frankly treated as such. There 
is always the suspicion in the 
reader’s mind that perhaps she is 
right; perhaps if she had a “blue 
stone” of her own, she might be 
cured—and the unintentional cal- 
lousness of philanthropy that for- 
ces her to share the “blue stone” 
becomes a species of inhumanity. 


Perhaps the secret of Sholom 
Aleichem’s great popularity is not 
his genuine cordiality, but rather 
his lack of real empathy. Sholom 
Aleichem is never completely in 
his world, though he is so wholly 
of it. Neither he nor his charac- 
ters lose or find themselves; their 
transformations are only tempo- 
rary, fortuitous, and circumstan- 


tial. Underneath it all, through 
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everything that happens to them, 
they are and remain faulty, blun- 
dering poor human vessels. They 
can live more safely in America 
than in the Old Country, but 
they cannot achieve grace, here 
any more than there; neither, for 
that matter, can they fall out of 
humanity. 


A POET ON ISRAEL 
by Ben Halpern 


LEARNING LAUGHTER, by Stephen 
Spender, New York, Harcourt, 
Brace & Company, 1953, pp. 
201, $3.50. 


HERE IS A CHARMING ease of 

manner about this book. The 
author, disarmingly, sets out on 
his literary jaunt planning, as he 
tells us between the lines, to make 
things as easy as possible for him- 
self. The trip was undertaken at 
the invitation of the Youth Ali- 
yah, a very earnest, deeply re- 
sponsible organization. Spender 
“accepted their invitation think- 
ing that I would write a travel 
book and not just the story of an 
organization.” He commits him- 
self from the outset to capturing 
fleeting impressions, rather than 
to “doing justice” to a complica- 
ted organization with a complica- 
ted task in an even more compli- 
cated general situation. Having an 
organization to write about is even 
a convenience, we are informed 
with simple candour. “The idea 
of a travel book with a theme ap- 
peals to me. Impressions inevita- 
bly superficial should, I think, ac- 
quire proportion and direction, if 
they are related to a central 
subject.” 

I don’t know whether or not 
the Youth Aliyah is satisfied with 
the results of this experiment, let- 
ting such a gay dog out on so 
loose a string. They should be. 
They should be touched and 
gratified. 

Mr. Spender, in his own hap- 
hazard way, did _ considerable 
work, questioning, reading, travel- 
ling, musing on this book. He 
probably did very little checking, 
for the book is full of little mis- 
judgments where the author 
wasn’t sufficiently attracted by a 
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subject to pursue it very far. But 
it sparkles with perception. With 
magnificent naiveté and direct- 
ness, it holds Israel up to the light 
of pure and simple conceptions— 
the innocence of children, the 
brotherhood of man, the futility 
of all our historically relative loy- 
alties and fanaticisms, in the face 
of the total doom that history 
could easily bring us to. He holds 
Israel up to this light, seeing what 
he sees clearly and sharply. The 
reality is undoubtedly a blur and 
a jumble which may at bottom 
rob his bright patterns of their 
significance—but if the blur and 


| jumble are themselves to have any 


significance it can only be in the 
light of such patterns. 

I will spare the reader illustra- 
tions, since he would do much 
better to get the book and see for 
himself. But I may say only that 
I would gladly trade in the entire 
production of current literature 
on Israel for only one vignette in 
Spender’s book: the scintillating 
and piercing relation of his talk 
with Dr. Siegfried Lehmann of 
Ben Shemen. 


The Israel and Soviet 
Notes Reestablishing 
Diplomatic Relations 


Letter to Molotov 


1. Your Excellency: the Gov- 
ernment of Israel has of late noted 
an improvement in the existing 
international situation, and widely 
spread wish to come to peaceful 
and constructive solutions of 
the main international questions, 
which are still to be solved. 

Following her constant policy 
of striving for friendship with 
peaceloving countries and con- 
tributing as far as possible to the 
establishment of normal and har- 
monious relations between all peo- 
ples, the Government of Israel in 
the present circumstances wishes 
to raise the question abour the 
resumption of diplomatic relations 
between the U. S. S. R. and Israel. 

2. The Government of the So- 
viet Government broke off her 
diplomatic relations with~ Israel 
after the bomb explosion in Tel 
Aviv, which was placed there by 
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unknown criminals and in con- 


nection with the damage inflicted 
by the explosion to persons and 
property. 

In connection with this the 
Government of Israel recalls that 
in the note of 9th February, 1953, 
to the U. S. S. R. mission in Tel 
Aviv, Israel expressed deep regret 
and apologized for the crime com- 
mitted against the legation and 
proposed full ‘compensation for 
the damages and material damage 
which the mission and its person- 
nel suffered. The Israeli police did 
everything in their power to find 
the culprits and to punish them. 

As is known, because of circum- 
stances independent of the police 
of Israel, the investigation of the 
place of the explosion could start 
only fifteen hours after it had 
taken place. Widespread searches 
were carried out in the offices of 
some of the organizations as well 
as in private houses and dozens 
of private persons who were sus- 
pected of possible collaboration 
were questioned. Unfortunately, 
the investigation carried out has 
not, up to now, yielded any posi- 
tive results. However, this case 
is by no means closed and the 
search for evidence is going on in 
the hope that the arrest and trial 
of the criminals and their de- 
served punishment may still prove 
possible. 

3. The Government of Israel 
takes this opportunity of recall- 
ing their reply dated 8th Decem- 
ber, 1951, to the note of the Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs of the 
U. S. S. R. of the 21st November, 
1951, in which it stated: 

“The Government of Israel has 
never agreed, and will not agree, 
to allow the preparation of acts 
of aggressions against the U. S. 
S. R., or any other peaceful state. 
This policy remains unchanged. 
Not having any hostile feelings 
toward the U. S. S. R., but on 
the contrary being concerned 
about the re-establishment and 
support of friendship and peace- 
ful relations with Russia, Israel 

will not be a member of any kind 
of union or agreement which pur- 
sues aggressive aims against the 
Soviet Union.” 

4. The Government of Israel is 
officially proposing to the Gov- 
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ernment of the U. S. S. R. to re- 
sume, in the spirit of real inter- 
national friendship normal diplo- 
matic relations, which were brok- 
en off on 12th February, 1953. 

I take the opportunity of con- 
veying to Your Excellency the as- 
surances of my high esteem. 

M. SHARETT, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Israel. 


6th July, 1953. 


Molofov's Reply 


Mr. Minister: In connection 
with your letter of 6th July, 1953, 
I inform you of the following: 
As is known, malicious elements 
on 9th February exploded a bomb 
on the territory of the U. S. S. R. 
Legation in Israel as a result of 
which a member of the legation 
and members of families of sev- 
eral members of the legation were 
wounded. In connection with this 
the Soviet Government recalled 
the envoy of the Soviet Union and 
also the staff of its legation in 
Israel and severed diplomatic re- 
lations with the Government of 
Israel. 


On 28th May, the Israeli Gov- 
ernment made a proposal to the 


. Soviet Government to resume dip- 


lomatic relations between Israel 
and the Soviet Union. 

In examining this proposal, the 
Soviet Government has taken into 
account the fact that the Govern- 
ment of Israel has expressed its 
profound regret and apology for 
the crime committed against the 
Soviet legation in Tel Aviv and 
the fact that although the search 
for the criminals has not yielded 
positive results, the Government 


of Israel continues the search for ~ 


the culprits with the aim of ar- 
resting them and putting them on 
trial. 

The Soviet Government has also 
taken into consideration the state- 
ment by the Israeli Government 
that it would not take part in 


any alliance or agreement pur- . 


suing aggressive aims against the 
Soviet Union. 

Taking into consideration the 
above assurances of the Israeli 
Government and the care ex- 
pressed by it for the resumption 
of friendly relations with other 


countries and strengthening co- 
operation among peoples, the 
Soviet Government on its part also 
declares its wish to have friendly 
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